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Disclaimer 

This weekly briefing is provided by the Beaufort County 

Sheriff’s Office Emergency Management Division every 

Friday. This information is gathered from Open Sources 

and can be disseminated freely. 



Just prior to the crash, Nigerian authorities had voiced concern about the use of old aircraft 
by the many private carriers operating in the country and had announced a ban on planes 

older than 22 years. However, the British Aircraft plane that crashed in Kano was not an old 
airplane. Years later, the cause of the crash still had not been determined. 
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This Day in History  

www.history.com  
Mount Etna Erupts 

 
• On this day in 1669, Mount Etna, on the island of Sicily in modern-day Italy, begins rumbling. Multiple 

eruptions over the next few weeks killed more than 20,000 people and left thousands more homeless. Most 

of the victims could have saved themselves by fleeing, but stayed, in a vain attempt to save their city. 

 

• Mount Etna dominates the island of Sicily. Rising 11,000 feet above sea level in the northeast section of 

Sicily, it can be seen from just about every part of the 460-square-mile island. The geologic history of Mount 

Etna demonstrates that it has been periodically spewing ash and lava for thousands of years; the first 

recorded eruption of the volcano was in 475 BCE. It is the most active volcano in Europe. In 1169, an 

earthquake just prior to an eruption killed 15,000 people on Sicily. Despite the dangers of living near an 

active volcano, the eruptions made the surrounding soil very fertile, so many small villages developed on 

the slopes of the mountain. 

 

• When Etna began to rumble and belch gas on March 8, the residents nearby ignored the warning signs of a 

larger eruption. Three days later, the volcano began spewing out noxious fumes in large quantities. 

Approximately 3,000 people living on the slopes of the mountain died from asphyxiation. Even worse, Etna 

was soon emitting tremendous amounts of ash and molten lava. The ash was sent out with such force that 

significant amounts came down in the southern part of mainland Italy, in some cases nearly 100 miles away. 

Lava also began pouring down the south side of the mountain heading toward the city of Catania, 18 miles 

to the south along the sea. 

 

http://www.history.com/
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• At the time, the city of Catania had about 20,000 residents; most failed to flee the city immediately. 

Instead, Diego de Pappalardo, a resident of the city, led a team of 50 men to Mount Etna, where they 

attempted to divert the lava flow. Wearing cowhides soaked in water, the men bravely approached the 

lava with long iron rods, picks and shovels. They were able to hack open a hole in the hardened lava wall 

that had developed on the outside of the lava flow and much of the flow began to flow west out of the new 

hole. However, the residents of Paterno, a city lying southwest of Etna were monitoring these 

developments and quickly realized that this new flow direction could imperil their own city. They literally 

fought back the Catanians, while the lava breach hardened and filled again. 

 

• For several weeks, the lava pushed toward Catania and the sea. Still, the residents failed to evacuate the 

city. Apparently, they remained hopeful that the lava would stop or the city’s ancient defensive walls would 

protect them. Neither was the case—the walls were quickly swallowed by the extremely hot lava and 

nearly 17,000 people in Catania died. Most of the city was destroyed. Catania was not the only city 

affected—the eruption wiped out 14 towns and villages and left about 27,000 people homeless. 

 

• Following this disaster, it was decreed that interference with the natural flow of lava was prohibited in Italy, 

a regulation that remained in effect hundreds of years later. 

 

http://www.history.com/


Upcoming Events 

• 03/09/19  6th Annual Bridges Block Party Port Royal 

• 03/11/19 thru 03/17/19 HHI Wine & Food Festival  Hilton Head 

• 03/16/19  St. Patrick's Day Festival  Beaufort 

• 03/16/19  Shamrock 5K Run   Hilton Head 

• 03/17/19  St Patrick's Day Parade  Hilton Head 

• 03/23/19  11th Annual Twilight Run  Beaufort 

• 03/29/19 thru 03/31/19 Lowcountry Home & Garden Show Bluffton 

• 03/30/19  Run / Walk for Hunger  Hilton Head 

• 04/05/19  First Friday After Five  Beaufort 

• 04/13/19  Taste of Bluffton   Bluffton 

• 04/20/19  Soft Shell Crab Festival  Port Royal 

• 04/15/19 thru 04/21/19 RBC Heritage Golf Tournament Hilton Head 

• 04/27/19  Palmetto Heart Walk & 5K  Hilton Head 

• 04/27/19 thru 04/28/19 MCAS Beaufort Air Show  Beaufort 

• 05/11/19  Mayfest-Bluffton Village Festival Bluffton 

   

  



Emergency Management Readiness Status 
 
• EOC    Green 

• ICV    Green 

• COMSAT Trailer  Green 

• Charging Trailer   Green 

• Logistics Truck   Green 

• Roadside Assistance Truck Green 

• HAR Beacons   Green 

• HAR System   Green 

• Traffic Cameras   Green 

• Mobile Cameras  Green 

• DMS Boards (x6)  Green 

• AVL    Green 

• 150K Generators (x2)  Green 

• Portable Light Towers (x2) Green  

• Portable HAR (x2)  Green 

• BROC   Green 

• Air- 1    Green 

• Air -2    Green 



Beaufort County Road Conditions 



US 21 Harbor Island Bridge Construction 



Extended Weather Forecast 
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Southern Beaufort County Tides 



Northern Beaufort County Tides 







South Carolina Earthquakes within the Week 
www.dnr.sc.gov/geology/RecentEarthquakes.htm  

http://www.dnr.sc.gov/geology/RecentEarthquakes.htm




http://scearthquakes.cofc.edu/pdf/EQGuide2012.pdf  
 

http://scearthquakes.cofc.edu/pdf/EQGuide2012.pdf
http://scearthquakes.cofc.edu/pdf/EQGuide2012.pdf






SMART 911 

 Now Active in Beaufort County 

Smart-911 is a web based database that allows citizens to preload 

vital information into a secure database. When the citizen then dials 

911, the database automatically provides the 911 operator with the 

information the caller has preloaded. This can include information 

from pictures of the home to medicines the caller and/or victim is 

taking. This information is only available to the dispatcher during the 

time of the call. Success stories around the country include missing 

Alzheimer’s patients where a picture was included in the Smart 911 

database. The 911 operator was immediately provided the 

responders with a current picture of the victim which results in a 

quick location of the victim. Sign up is free, voluntary and 

customizable by the caller. 







Beaufort County Emergency Management App 

• A live view of all traffic cameras in Beaufort County are now                   

available and can be viewed on the Emergency Management 

App. 

 

• These cameras can be selected from the layer menu located in 

the top left corner. 
 





Beaufort County Sheriff’s Office 

Emergency Management Division 

843-255-4000 

 

MISSION 

The mission of the Beaufort County Sheriff’s Office Emergency 

Management Division is to protect lives and property from the threat of 

all types of major emergencies and disasters, both natural and man-

made through preparation, planning and training. 

 

Follow us on Twitter for up to the minute Traffic and Weather Info! 

https://twitter.com/bcsotraffic 


