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Disclaimer 

This weekly briefing is provided by the Beaufort County 

Sheriff’s Office Emergency Management Division every 

Friday. This information is gathered from Open Sources 

and can be disseminated freely. 



Just prior to the crash, Nigerian authorities had voiced concern about the use of old aircraft 
by the many private carriers operating in the country and had announced a ban on planes 

older than 22 years. However, the British Aircraft plane that crashed in Kano was not an old 
airplane. Years later, the cause of the crash still had not been determined. 
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Earthquake Rocks Sicily 

 
• An earthquake in Sicily kills over 100,000 people and destroys several towns on this day in 1908. The 7.5-

magnitude tremor off the coast of the large island was also responsible for deaths on the Italian mainland. 

 

• Sicily is situated near the spot where the European and African continental plates collide. The island 

endured a horrible earthquake in 1783 in which an estimated 30,000 people died, and in the 125 years 

following, there were another 20 major earthquakes. None of these subsequent quakes were particularly 

deadly, though, and the population of Sicily grew to about 3.8 million people by 1900. One hundred and 

fifty-eight thousand of these people resided in Messina, a port city just across a strait from Reggio on the 

Italian mainland. 

 

• On the night of December 27, the city’s hotels were full of guests in town to see a performance of the 

opera Aida. At 5:21 the following morning, a large tremor, centered only five miles deep and just off the 

coast, suddenly shook the city for a full 35 seconds. An eight-foot tsunami crashed about 100 yards inland, 

but most of the deaths in Messina were a result of buildings collapsing. A military barracks gave way, killing 

nearly everyone inside; in total, about one of ever three residents perished. All electricity, gas, water and 

sewage lines were destroyed. Eighty-seven of the 91 churches in Messina were demolished. The prison 

was also destroyed and escapees reportedly pillaged and looted while would-be rescuers attempted to pull 

out survivors from beneath a million tons of rubble and debris. The last survivors–two children–were pulled 

out a remarkable 18 days after the quake. 

 

 

http://www.history.com/
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• There was also widespread destruction and death on other parts of the island, bringing the overall death toll 

to 120,000. In Reggio, a 15-foot deadly tsunami came ashore. Two hours later, the tsunami hit Malta. Still, 

Messina was by the far the worst hit. Most of its buildings were not well built, using rounded stones, weak 

mortar and unsupported cross beams. To make matters worse, it took a week for the Italian government to 

respond and it wasn’t until January 9 that martial law and some sense of security was established. Foreign 

military ships proved to be invaluable, transporting the thousands of injured to hospitals in Naples and 

Rome. Forty-three governments ended up providing relief and the Red Cross contributed $1 million in aid. 

 

• A far more rigorous building code was established in Sicily following this earthquake but it took a very long 

time for the island to rebound. Fifty years later, there were still 10,000 people living in temporary housing 

established in the aftermath of the quake. 

 

 

 

http://www.history.com/


Upcoming Events 
 

• 12/31/18  New Years Eve Celebration  Hilton Head 

• 01/01/19  10th Annual Pelican Plunge  Hunting Island 

• 01/03/19  Farmers Market   Bluffton 

• 01/04/19  First Friday After Five  Beaufort  

• 01/10/19  Farmers Market   Bluffton 

• 01/12/19  Resolution Run 5K & 10K  Beaufort 

• 02/01/19  First Friday After Five  Beaufort 

• 02/02/19  Chilly Bean 5K & 10K  Beaufort 

• 02/19/19 thru 02/24/19 Beaufort Film Festival  Beaufort 

• 03/01/19  First Friday After Five  Beaufort 

• 03/02/19  Beaufort Charities Oyster Roast Port Royal 

• 03/29/19 thru 03/31/19 Lowcountry Home & Garden Show Bluffton 

• 04/15/19 thru 04/21/19 RBC Heritage Golf Tournament Hilton Head 

• 04/27/19 thru 04/28/19 MCAS Beaufort Air Show  Beaufort 

   

  



Emergency Management Readiness Status 
 
• EOC    Green 

• ICV    Green 

• COMSAT Trailer  Green 

• Charging Trailer   Green 

• Logistics Truck   Green 

• Roadside Assistance Truck Green 

• HAR Beacons   Green 

• HAR System   Green 

• Traffic Cameras   Green 

• Mobile Cameras  Green 

• DMS Boards (x6)  Green 

• AVL    Green 

• 150K Generators (x2)  Green 

• Portable Light Towers (x2) Green  

• Portable HAR (x2)  Green 

• BROC   Green 

• Air- 1    Green 

• Air -2    Red 



Beaufort County Road Conditions 



Detailed Weather Forecast 



Extended Weather Forecast 
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Southern Beaufort County Tides 



Northern Beaufort County Tides 



Moderate risk of rip currents today 
Summertime showers /thunderstorms return Monday and are expected thru Thursday 
AVIATION – No hazardous weather expected 
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South Carolina Earthquakes within the Week 
www.dnr.sc.gov/geology/RecentEarthquakes.htm  

http://www.dnr.sc.gov/geology/RecentEarthquakes.htm


M 1.8 - 7km SSE of Dahlonega, Georgia 
December 21, 2018 



M 1.8 - 7km SSE of Dahlonega, Georgia 
December 21, 2018 



M 2.4 - 7km WSW of Newton, North Carolina 
December 23, 2018 
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http://scearthquakes.cofc.edu/pdf/EQGuide2012.pdf  
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SMART 911 

 Now Active in Beaufort County 

Smart-911 is a web based database that allows citizens to preload 

vital information into a secure database. When the citizen then dials 

911, the database automatically provides the 911 operator with the 

information the caller has preloaded. This can include information 

from pictures of the home to medicines the caller and/or victim is 

taking. This information is only available to the dispatcher during the 

time of the call. Success stories around the country include missing 

Alzheimer’s patients where a picture was included in the Smart 911 

database. The 911 operator was immediately provided the 

responders with a current picture of the victim which results in a 

quick location of the victim. Sign up is free, voluntary and 

customizable by the caller. 







Beaufort County Emergency Management App 

• A live view of all traffic cameras in Beaufort County are now                   

available and can be viewed on the Emergency Management 

App. 

 

• These cameras can be selected from the layer menu located in 

the top left corner. 
 





Beaufort County Sheriff’s Office 

Emergency Management Division 

843-255-4000 

 

MISSION 

The mission of the Beaufort County Sheriff’s Office Emergency 

Management Division is to protect lives and property from the threat of 

all types of major emergencies and disasters, both natural and man-

made through preparation, planning and training. 

 

Follow us on Twitter for up to the minute Traffic and Weather Info! 

https://twitter.com/bcsotraffic 


