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Weekly Operations Briefing 

October 18, 2019 thru October 24, 2019 



Beaufort County 

Weekly Operations Briefing 

Disclaimer 

This weekly briefing is provided by the Beaufort County 

Sheriff’s Office Emergency Management Division every 

Friday. This information is gathered from Open Sources 

and can be disseminated freely. 
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This Day in History 

https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/gas-leak-kills-23-at-plastics-factory 

 
 
  
 

 

 
 

Gas Leak Kills 23 at Plastics Factory 

 

• On October 23,1989, 23 people die in a series of explosions sparked by an ethylene leak at a factory in 

Pasadena, Texas. The blasts, which took place at a Phillips Petroleum Company plant, were caused by 

inadequate safety procedures. 

 

• A polyethylene reactor at the Phillips 66 Chemical Complex in Pasadena created chemical compounds 

necessary for the production of plastics. The plant produced millions of pounds of plastics daily for use in 

toys and containers. 

 

• In an effort to cut costs, Phillips subcontracted much of the necessary maintenance work in the plant. Fish 

Engineering and Construction, the primary subcontractor, did not enjoy a stellar reputation even prior to the 

October 23 disaster. In August, a Fish employee opened gas piping for maintenance without isolating the 

line. This caused flammable solvents and gas to be sent into a work area where they ignited, killing one 

worker and injuring four others. 

 

• Fish was undertaking maintenance work on the plant’s polyethylene reactor on October 23 when, once 

again, problems arose. A valve was not secured properly, and at approximately 1 p.m., 85,000 pounds of 

highly flammable ethylene-isobutane gas were released into the plant. There were no detectors or warning 

systems in place to give notice of the impending disaster. Within two minutes, the large gas cloud ignited 

with the power of two-and-a-half tons of dynamite. 
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This Day in History Continued 

 

 
 
  
 

 

 
 

 

• The explosion could be heard for miles in every direction and the resulting fireball was visible at least 15 

miles away. Twenty-three workers at Phillips were killed and another 130 were seriously injured as the first 

explosion set off a chain reaction of blasts. 

 

• A subsequent investigation found that although the Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) 

had cited Phillips for several serious safety violations in previous years, it had not done a comprehensive 

inspection of the plant since 1975. Other testimony revealed that inadequate safety procedures used during 

the maintenance process had left the plant vulnerable to disaster. However, no criminal charges were filed 

against Phillips or its managers. 
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Upcoming Events  

• 10/18/19  Pumpkin Patch   Hilton Head 

• 10/19/19  Lowcountry VegFest   Hilton Head 

• 10/19/19  Swing Bridge 5k & Sunrise Prayer Walk Beaufort 

• 10/19/19  Farmers Market   Port Royal 

• 10/19/19  Fall Bazaar   Beaufort 

• 10/19/19  4th Annual Gullah Food Festival  Hilton Head 

• 10/19/19  Trick or Treat & Movie in the Park Beaufort 

• 10/19/19  Old Town Oyster 10k   Bluffton 

• 10/19/19 thru 10/20/19 Arts & Seafood Festival  Bluffton 

• 10/24/19  Farmers Market   Bluffton 

• 10/24/19 thru 10/27/19 Pledge The Pink   Beaufort 

• 10/26/19  Walk to End Alzheimer’s  Bluffton 

• 10/26/19  Italian Heritage Festival  Hilton Head 

• 10/26/19  Trunk or Treat at the Campground Beaufort 

• 10/26/19  OktoPRfest   Port Royal 

• 10/27/19  Trick or Treat Tanger 1 & 2  Bluffton 

• 10/30/19  Trunk or Treat at Buckwalter Place Bluffton 

• 11/09/19  Veteran’s Day Ceremony & Parade Beaufort 

• 11/15/19  Pedal Hilton Head 2019  Hilton Head 

• 12/06/19  Night on the Town   Beaufort 

• 12/07/19  Light up the Night Holiday Boat Parade Beaufort 

• 12/08/19  Christmas Parade   Beaufort 

   

  



Emergency Management Readiness Status 
 
• EOC    Green 

• ICV    Green 

• COMSAT Trailer  Green 

• Charging Trailer   Green 

• Logistics Truck   Green 

• Roadside Assistance Truck Green 

• HAR Beacons   Green 

• HAR System   Green 

• Traffic Cameras   Green 

• Mobile Cameras  Green 

• DMS Boards (x6)  Green 

• AVL    Green 

• 150K Generators (x2)  Green 

• Portable Light Towers (x2) Green  

• Portable HAR (x2)  Green 

• BROC   Green 

• Air- 1    Green 

• Air -2    Green 



Reservations 
Hilton Head Island / Bluffton 



US 21 Harbor Island Bridge Construction 
https://www.scdot.org/business/us-21-bridge-replacement.aspx 
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Extended Weather Forecast 



Detailed Weather Briefing 



Weather Briefing 



Weather Briefing 







Southern & Northern Beaufort County Tides 





The Beaufort County Sheriff’s Office 

Emergency Management Division App 
Download for free 



The Beaufort County Emergency Management app gives a live view 

of the traffic cameras in Beaufort County. These cameras can be 

selected from the layer menu located in the top left corner.  

See example below: 
 



 

Beaufort County, SC Emergency Management Division 

@BeaufortCoEmergencyManagement 



Smart-911  

A web based database that allows citizens to preload vital 

information into a secure database. When the citizen then dials 911, 

the database automatically provides the 911 operator with the 

information the caller has preloaded. This can include information 

from pictures of the home to medicines the caller and/or victim is 

taking. This information is only available to the dispatcher during the 

time of the call. Success stories around the country include missing 

Alzheimer’s patients where a picture was included in the Smart 911 

database. The 911 operator was immediately provided the 

responders with a current picture of the victim which results in a 

quick location of the victim. Sign up is free, voluntary and 

customizable by the caller. 



Beaufort County Sheriff’s Office 

Emergency Management Division 

843-255-4000 

 

MISSION 

The mission of the Beaufort County Sheriff’s Office Emergency 

Management Division is to protect lives and property from the threat of 

all types of major emergencies and disasters, both natural and man-

made through preparation, planning and training. 

 

Follow us on Twitter for up to the minute Traffic and Weather Info! 

https://twitter.com/bcsotraffic 


