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Disclaimer 

This weekly briefing is provided by the Beaufort County 

Sheriff’s Office Emergency Management Division every 

Friday. This information is gathered from Open Sources 

and can be disseminated freely. 



Just prior to the crash, Nigerian authorities had voiced concern about the use of old aircraft 
by the many private carriers operating in the country and had announced a ban on planes 

older than 22 years. However, the British Aircraft plane that crashed in Kano was not an old 
airplane. Years later, the cause of the crash still had not been determined. 
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This Day in History  

www.history.com  
Trains Buried by Avalanche 

 
• Two trains are swept into a canyon by an avalanche in Wellington, Washington, on this day in 1910, killing 

96 people. Due to the remote location of the disaster and the risk of further avalanches, efforts to rescue 

survivors and find the bodies of the dead were not completed until several days later. 

• The Great Northern Railroad’s westbound Spokane Express left for Seattle, Washington, from Spokane on 

February 23. On February 26, a blizzard in Washington caused high snow drifts in the Cascade Mountains 

that blocked the rail lines. Despite many workers attempting to clear the tracks, the train was still stuck in 

Wellington, a small village in King County just past the Stevens Pass, nearly a week later. The area’s 

telegraph lines had come down in the storm, and there was little passengers or train personnel could do but 

wait out the storm. 

• The Wellington train station was located near the base of Windy Mountain, but had no protective cover. On 

February 28, weather conditions changed, with temperatures dropping and thunderstorms battering the 

area. In Idaho, several miners died in an avalanche, and flooding imperiled residents of low-lying areas. At 

4:20 a.m. the following morning, with approximately 50 passengers and 75 employees of Great Northern 

Railroad sleeping in the Spokane Express, an avalanche of snow crashed down Windy Mountain, prompted 

by a combination of rain, lighting and thunder. 

• Charles Andrews, a rail worker and resident of Wellington who witnessed the disaster, described the scene: 

White Death moving down the mountainside above the trains. Relentlessly it advanced, exploding, roaring, 

rumbling, grinding and snapping. The Spokane Express and a mail train were both thrown from the tracks 

down a nearby gorge 150 feet deep. The Wellington station was wiped away, though the town’s hotel and 

store were untouched. 

 

http://www.history.com/
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• At the bottom of the gorge, the trains were covered by 40 to 70 feet of snow and debris. Because the 

telegraph lines were down, the people of Wellington were unable to call for immediate assistance. 

Despite the risk of further avalanches, many people pitched in to try to dig out survivors; it was not until 

the night of March 2 that assistance from outside Wellington was able to reach the site. By that time, 23 

people had been pulled out alive, most with serious injuries. It took over a week to recover the bodies of 

all 96 victims of the avalanche, which then had to be moved by toboggan to the rail lines for further 

transport. 

• In the aftermath of this tragedy, the worst in Washington’s history to that time, the town of Wellington was 

renamed Tye and new rail lines with protective tunnels were established; the old line is now a popular 

hiking trail. Lessons were also learned about the dangers of clear-cutting timber on mountains above 

towns and villages, a practice that was partially responsible for the avalanche. 

 

http://www.history.com/


Upcoming Events 
• 03/01/19  First Friday After Five  Beaufort 

• 03/02/19  Beaufort Charities Oyster Roast Port Royal 

• 03/05/19  Farmers Market   Hilton Head 

• 03/07/19  Farmers Market   Bluffton 

• 03/09/19  6th Annual Bridges Block Party Port Royal 

• 03/11/19 thru 03/17/19 HHI Wine & Food Festival  Hilton Head 

• 03/16/19  St. Patrick's Day Festival  Beaufort 

• 03/16/19  Shamrock 5K Run   Hilton Head 

• 03/17/19  St Patrick's Day Parade  Hilton Head 

• 03/23/19  11th Annual Twilight Run  Beaufort 

• 03/29/19 thru 03/31/19 Lowcountry Home & Garden Show Bluffton 

• 03/30/19  Run / Walk for Hunger  Hilton Head 

• 04/05/19  First Friday After Five  Beaufort 

• 04/13/19  Taste of Bluffton   Bluffton 

• 04/20/19  Soft Shell Crab Festival  Port Royal 

• 04/15/19 thru 04/21/19 RBC Heritage Golf Tournament Hilton Head 

• 04/27/19  Palmetto Heart Walk & 5K  Hilton Head 

• 04/27/19 thru 04/28/19 MCAS Beaufort Air Show  Beaufort 

• 05/11/19  Mayfest-Bluffton Village Festival Bluffton 

   

  



Emergency Management Readiness Status 
 
• EOC    Green 

• ICV    Green 

• COMSAT Trailer  Green 

• Charging Trailer   Green 

• Logistics Truck   Green 

• Roadside Assistance Truck Green 

• HAR Beacons   Green 

• HAR System   Green 

• Traffic Cameras   Green 

• Mobile Cameras  Green 

• DMS Boards (x6)  Green 

• AVL    Green 

• 150K Generators (x2)  Green 

• Portable Light Towers (x2) Green  

• Portable HAR (x2)  Green 

• BROC   Green 

• Air- 1    Green 

• Air -2    Green 



Beaufort County Road Conditions 



US 21 Harbor Island Bridge Construction 



Extended Weather Forecast 



Detailed Weather Briefing 
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Southern Beaufort County Tides 



Northern Beaufort County Tides 







South Carolina Earthquakes within the Week 
www.dnr.sc.gov/geology/RecentEarthquakes.htm  

http://www.dnr.sc.gov/geology/RecentEarthquakes.htm




http://scearthquakes.cofc.edu/pdf/EQGuide2012.pdf  
 

http://scearthquakes.cofc.edu/pdf/EQGuide2012.pdf
http://scearthquakes.cofc.edu/pdf/EQGuide2012.pdf






SMART 911 

 Now Active in Beaufort County 

Smart-911 is a web based database that allows citizens to preload 

vital information into a secure database. When the citizen then dials 

911, the database automatically provides the 911 operator with the 

information the caller has preloaded. This can include information 

from pictures of the home to medicines the caller and/or victim is 

taking. This information is only available to the dispatcher during the 

time of the call. Success stories around the country include missing 

Alzheimer’s patients where a picture was included in the Smart 911 

database. The 911 operator was immediately provided the 

responders with a current picture of the victim which results in a 

quick location of the victim. Sign up is free, voluntary and 

customizable by the caller. 







Beaufort County Emergency Management App 

• A live view of all traffic cameras in Beaufort County are now                   

available and can be viewed on the Emergency Management 

App. 

 

• These cameras can be selected from the layer menu located in 

the top left corner. 
 





Beaufort County Sheriff’s Office 

Emergency Management Division 

843-255-4000 

 

MISSION 

The mission of the Beaufort County Sheriff’s Office Emergency 

Management Division is to protect lives and property from the threat of 

all types of major emergencies and disasters, both natural and man-

made through preparation, planning and training. 

 

Follow us on Twitter for up to the minute Traffic and Weather Info! 

https://twitter.com/bcsotraffic 


